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1940 to 1950OYM and World War II
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The major issue for Ohio Friends during the
1940s was World War II and associated peace
issues. Throughout the decade, Ohio Friends
believed they had been given important minis-
try through the peace movement. Civilian Pub-
lic Service Camps played a major role in bring-
ing Ohio Friends into contact with people of other
branches of Friends for the first time in a mean-
ingful way.

The United States entered World War II in 1941.
However, the US government began warlike
actions much earlier. In 1940, compulsory mili-
tary training was instituted on educational cam-
puses around the nation, and late in the year
the Selective Service system began to draft
people for military service even though the US
was not at war. Albert Livezey played a major
role in assisting Ohio Friends throughout the
decade; in the spring of 1941, he worked with
draft boards to help Friends obtain exemptions.
Two Friends went to Washington DC in the
spring of 1941 to speak with members of Con-
gress on how the Civilian Public Service camps
would be set up and funded. A nationwide
Quaker conference was held in Richmond, Indi-
ana, on managing camps. Charles P. Morlan was
appointed to an AFSC committee to oversee
camps in the USA. All these actions took place
while the nation was not technically at war.

Byron G. Thomas visited some camps in 1942
and reported to the Meeting for Sufferings. He
stated that many conscientious objectors were
frustrated by the menial labor they were as-
signed.  COs were so tired from the difficult work
assigned them that few of the educational classes
originally envisioned were actually held. At that
time, about a quarter of men in camps were
Quakers. A major problem was funding of the
camps. The COs were expected to cover their
expenses while there, so MMs were asked to help
as much as possible. Ohio YM collected money
to assist, and during the war Ohio Friends con-
tributed $23,484 towards CO expenses.

Not all Friends went to CPS camps. Several
Friends chose to go to jail instead, including Ri-

chard A. Hall and Samuel Cooper. Ohio Friends
visited these inmates to encourage them; some
were held in local jails (one at Cadiz), while oth-
ers were taken elsewhere. Samuel Cooper served
time in jail in Michigan.

The Peace Committee continued its activities
throughout the war. It wrote letters to public
officials, held conferences, and brought speak-
ers to Ohio YM for the Seventh Day program. It
corresponded with others who were concerned
about the camps for Americans of Japanese de-
scent. Once the war ended, the Peace Commit-
tee worked to assist returning COs to find jobs
and help when they were discriminated against
for not serving in the military. It worked to end
the peacetime conscription, which continued af-
ter the war ended in 1945. In 1948, Ohio YM
approved a testimony on peace. It had 30,000
copies printed, and the testimony was so popu-
lar that the Peace Committee reported at YM in
1949 that it had distributed all but a handful.
The YM sent an epistle to its members who had
served in the military and encouraged them to
consider returning to their home meetings.

A major change in the organization of Ohio
Friends took place in 1949 when the men’s and
women’s business meetings were merged on the
YM level. Feelings were intense on both sides
as the topic was discussed year after year. In
1948, the Yearly Meeting Representatives were
united in recommending the change. They re-
newed the request in 1949, and retiring men’s
Clerk Charles Morlan urged the YM to enter into
joint session. The men’s and women’s Represen-
tatives were directed to meet together and dis-
cern the way forward. Only two of the Repre-
sentatives were not in unity with the proposal,
so they reported in favor. Although Richard Hall
said that making the change would be “the down-
fall of Ohio Yearly Meeting,” the meeting was
overwhelmingly in unity to make the change.
Men’s Clerk Louis J. Kirk would become the
Clerk of the joint session yearly meeting, and
women’s Clerk Martha B. Thomas would become
Assistant Clerk. The first joint session YM was
held in 1950.

In 1949, Ohio YM
appointed its first
standing Nominat-
ing Committee. Prior
to this time, the YM
would appoint a
naming committee
that would then pro-
pose one man and
one woman from
each meeting for im-
portant committees.
It was a laborious
and tedious process,
as sometimes several
naming committees
were appointed at
the same YM session
to fill different com-
mittees. Supporters
of the system be-
lieved that it fostered
divine assistance in
making committee
assignments, al-
though in fact the
same people were
usually appointed
from the floor every
time. The first Nomi-
nating Committee in
1949 was comprised
of one male and one
female Friend from
each meeting.

The Walton Home was founded in
1944. The Thomas Smith House,
built in the early 1800s, had been
the home of Robert H. Smith in the
mid-1800s. James Walton, one of
the leading Elders in Ohio YM,
lived there in the early 20th cen-
tury. Walton left the house and
property for a Friends retirement
home, and it opened in late 1944
with six rooms. Edward and Mary
Woolman were the first Managers.
Additional rooms were added in
succeeding years.

Annual membership
reports became possible
in Ohio YM following
the adoption of mem-
bership forms in 1939.
YM membership hov-
ered just over 1,000
throughout the 1940s,
but in 1950 it dipped to
987.

Ohio Friends performed important
service as COs during World War
II. Some worked in constructing
roads in rural areas. Others were
smoke jumpers who fought forest
fires in the northwest. Some
worked in mental hospitals or as
volunteers in dangerous health ex-
periments.


