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Ohio Friends
The decade of the 1840s was the second in a
succession of four difficult decades for Ohio
Friends. Theological disputes imported from
elsewhere were the cause of most of the prob-
lems.

The primary source of tension within Ohio YM
was the ongoing publication of writings of Jo-
seph John Gurney in England. New York Friends
republished one of his works in 1840 and asked
if Ohio Friends wished to have copies, but the
Ohio Meeting for Sufferings (M4S) replied that
it did not want the book to circulate in Ohio. In
1842, the M4S wrote London Friends regarding
a new Gurney book; they replied in 1843 that
Gurney published it himself without going
through the normal process of seeking approval
by British Friends.

Supporters of Gurney elevated the tension in the
early 1840s. In New England, they brought
charges against a local schoolteacher named
John Wilbur, who had written a leaflet that com-
pared Gurney’s writings with those of early
Friends. His MM did not sustain the charges, so
Gurney supporters restructured the meetings in
southwestern Rhode Island and began disown-
ment proceedings. Ohio YM’s men’s Clerk, Ben-
jamin Hoyle, and North Carolina YM’s women’s
Clerk, Abigail Stanley, were travelling in the
ministry there at the time and visited both par-
ties to understand the issues. New England
Gurneyites refused to endorse their minutes and
banned them from holding called meetings be-
cause they visited with Wilbur. The same treat-
ment was extended to Joseph Edgerton, a min-
ister at Somerset who later travelled to New
England. Eventually, New England Gurneyites
disowned Wilbur. A division took place at New
England YM, and both the Gurneyite and
Wilburite YMs in New England sent epistles to
Ohio. Hoyle and Edgerton disagreed with the
way the division took place on the yearly meet-
ing level, and they believed that Ohio Friends
should stand apart from recognizing either.

At Ohio YM in 1845, the men’s YM did not read
either epistle from New England. On the

women’s side, however, the Clerk (Jane
Plummer) and the Assistant Clerk (Hannah
Ladd) were strong supporters of Gurney. They
read the Gurneyite epistle from New England,
and throughout the following decade they forced
through minutes on the Gurney issue that a
majority of women Friends vocally opposed. Most
years, the QM Representatives did not have
unity to recommend names for YM Clerks, which
meant that the men’s Clerks (Hoyle and Will-
iam S. Bates) and the women’s Clerks (Plummer
and Ladd) served continuously from 1842–54.
Ohio YM allowed travelling Gurneyites from
New England to sit in the gallery at Mount
Pleasant during Ohio YM, over objections by
Abner Heald and Jacob Holloway.

In the meantime, Gurney continued to publish
works that upset Friends. The Ohio M4S wrote
London Friends again in 1845 “to set forth our
disunity” with Gurney’s latest treatise. Phila-
delphia YM followed suit; it approved a docu-
ment titled An Appeal for the Ancient Doctrines
that was approved by Ohio YM in 1848.

A new guideline was established in 1845 that
stands to this day. Prior to this time, it was cus-
tomary for the YM Clerks to be named as QM
Representatives to the YM. As now, the QM Rep-
resentatives recommended names of Clerks to
the YM. Doctrinal tension overlapped into the
meetings of the Representatives, and the Clerks
would defend themselves when a Representa-
tives believed (rightly or wrongly) that other
names should be brought forth. An unminuted
decision was made in 1845 that the Clerks could
no longer be named as Representatives. Begin-
ning with 1846, the Clerks were only named
when they wanted to ask to be relieved.

An ongoing concern of Ohio Friends was the wel-
fare of blacks and Indians. In 1841, the M4S
approved a letter to incoming President William
Henry Harrison. After his death, the letter was
amended, and a committee delivered it to Presi-
dent Tyler. Tyler appreciated their visit and
wrote later that he intended to pursue a benevo-
lent policy towards the Indians.
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By the 1840s, Redstone
QM was increasingly
weak; younger Friends
were moving to other
Ohio meetings. Sandy
Creek Meeting was laid
down in 1847, and oth-
ers soon followed.

The settlement of Friends in Morgan and
Washington Counties increased in size
during the 1840s. Hopewell [50] was
opened on Caleb Gregg’s farm. Stillwa-
ter QM named the meeting “Morgan,”
and at its first session it requested to be
renamed Hopewell (which was done).
Southland was opened in 1844 and joined
the new Plymouth MM in 1850.
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In 1840, Stillwater and Plainfield
Friends opened a school for local
black children and provided Bibles
for the students. The location and
duration of the school are not
known.

The Pennsville MH was enlarged to
accommodate increased atten-
dance, but the brick building par-
tially collapsed on 11/9/1843 during
Stillwater QM. It was completely
removed and rebuilt.

Salem Friends faced a serious challenge when two
prominent members, John Street and Amos
Kimberley, became disruptive in the early 1840s. The
two men, who had advocated disowning others ear-
lier, were disowned themselves after many visits.


